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Presidents Message 

It has been a 

busy year. The 

Centenary has 

made sure of 

that.  

 

We kicked off with a well-attended 

Beginnersô course, that always 

brings new faces into the associa-

tion. We made a concerted effort 

to address the need for intermedi-

ate training. This took the form of 

practical demonstrations at the 

apiary. We also ran a successful 

queen rearing course. Next year 

this will continue, after the begin-

nerôs course, with further demon-

strations on making bees ready 

for the heather. The idea is for in-

dividuals to prepare their own 

hives and we will try to place them 

onto heather in the autumn. 

 

Commitment of our members has 

again made it possible for us to 

successfully attend many shows 

during the year. Unfortunately, the 

late organising of the newly 

formed Ayr and District Flower 

Show meant we had already com-

mitted to holding the Honey Show 

at the Centenary Convention, the 

added pressure of which made it 

difficult to participate in this yearôs 

event. We have every intention of 

adding our support during 2018. 

 

The main event for many this year 

was the Centenary Convention, 

held at Ayr Racecourse with a 

dinner at the Fairfield Hotel. If you 

were unable to attend you missed 

a superb event that was filled with 

great speakers and a plethora of 

workshops. We had attendees 

from Australia and America who 

have already enquired when next 

yearôs event is planned.  

 

Your bees should be tucked up in 

secure hives with plenty of stores 

by now. If the longrange forecasts 

are to be believed they will need 

it. For the beekeeper, it is time to 

reflect on the past season and 

start planning for the next. Itôs a 

time to improve our knowledge of 

the craft by reading or going to 

hear others speak. So, keep an 

eye on the winter programme and 

I hope to see you all during the 

season.   

 

Julian Stanley 

Club President 
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Message from the Editors 

It has been a busy year for the 

club. As well as our usual packed 

programme, we had lots of other 

events to celebrate our Centenary 

Year culminating in our Centenary 

Convention held in association 

with the Scottish Beekeepers As-

sociation.  

 

Sadly though, Buzzword suffered 

because of the time pressures on 

the editing team and all the other 

events that happened during the 

year.  

So to make up for this, we have 

put much work into the new layout 

in this issue and for future issues. 

We are also proposing producing 

a bi-monthly edition from January 

next year. Future editions will be 

published at the end of January, 

March, May and so on.  

 We would as always ask mem-
bers to consider contributing, 
whether an interesting article you 
have come across or one you 
have written yourself.  

Editorial Committee

Notice of Upcoming Annual General Meeting 

The associations Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on 

Wednesday 6th December at 7:30pm.  

 

This will be held at The Carrick Centre, Maybole, KA19 7DE.  

 

Agenda 

¶ Welcome & Apologies 

¶ Reports from the President, Secretary and Treasurer.  

¶ Adoption of the Annual Accounts.  

¶ Election of Office Bearers 

¶ Appointment of Independent Examiner 

¶ Date of Next AGM 

¶ Update from Sub-CommitteeôsðApiary and SCIO 

¶ Any Other Current Business 
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Club History (Compiled for the Centenary Convetion) 

The actual circumstances of the founding of Ayr and District Beekeep-

ers are lost in the mistsof time, but The Scottish Beekeepers' Associa-

tion has its first reference to the Association in1917.  

 

One of the first references to ac-

tivities of the association was in 

the 1918-19 session with this lec-

ture advertisement in the Ayr-

shire Post of 24th January 1919 - 

close to an advertisement for a 

grand victory ball in aid of Ayr 

County Hospital in Ayr Town Hall. 

 

The first records that we have are the accounts from 1919 onwards - 

all written in various different, but beautiful, copperplate hands. The 

president, later called the honorary president, was the Marquess of Ail-

sa and the Marchioness of Ai Isa was also a member. The (honorary) 

vice-president was Mr. Kennedy of Doonholm House. There are 97 

members recorded in the first account and the committee was rather 

larger than our committees in recent times. The subscription at this 

time was one shilling although "this was not sufficient to meet the ex-

pense of lecturesò, so members were asked to give voluntarily a larger 

amount!  Four members of committee represented the Association at 

the SBA meetings  

 

There were four winter lectures, summer visits to various apiaries and 

to hives at the heather at the end of the season. The teas at the apiary 

visits were often commented upon! Often there were more social visits 

to gardens and stately homes. There were also teas and dinners with 

singing and music. This pattern continued for many years. 

Notable lectures included: 

 


